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Sponsors:
A message from the President:

I would like to welcome you to the Geological Society’s first-ever virtual 
Careers Days. Given the global context it would be easy to be gloomy 
about the future. However, if we look at what is happening in the Earth 
sciences there is opportunity and much to be optimistic about, from 
infrastructure projects to academic research. The UK is investing in 
generational infrastructure that requires immense geotechnical and 
environmental input. The mineral industry is responding to the challenge 
of supply security of essential metals for a low carbon world. In addition 
to securing a sustainable future for the UK's petroleum industry, new 
efforts and funds are going into geothermal energy and the management 
of radioactive waste. Research funds are flowing into both planetary 
exploration and new generations of satellites that can do anything from 
measuring earth’s methane emissions to mapping shrinking ice sheets.

The Earth sciences are vital to all of the activities above and more. I trust 
that over the next four days the many exciting career options available will 
become apparent, and that you will be inspired by the possibilities you 
hear about. 

Michael Daly
President, The Geological Society
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Tuesday 20 October
09.45  BST Intro John Booth, Council, VP
10.00  BST Contaminated land & Environmental Geoscience
10.45 BST Geo-engineering & geotechnical
11.30 BST Break
11.45 BST Hydrogeology
12.30 BST Lunch
13.45 BST Intro Jim Griffiths, Council, Professional Secretary
14.00  BST Chartership & CPD 
15.15  BST Beyond coursework: demonstrating emotional intelligence, 

initiative, and curiosity
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Wednesday 21 October
09.45  BST Intro Lucy Williams, Council
10.00  BST Oil & Gas
10.45 BST Renewable Energy
11.30 BST Break
11.45 BST Mineral Exploration
12.30 BST Lunch
13.45 BST Intro Gemma Sherwood, Council
14.00  BST CV Guidance, cover letters & networking
15.15  BST What I wish I knew before I started…





Thursday 22 October
09.45  BST Intro Jessica Smith, Council, VP Regional Groups
10.00  BST Geohazards
10.45 BST Academia & research
11.30 BST Break
11.45 BST Planetary science & remote sensing
12.30 BST Lunch
13.45 BST Intro Joel Gill, Council, Secretary Foreign & External Affairs
14.00  BST Postgrad pathways
15.15  BST End
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Friday 23 October
09.45  BST Intro Michael Kehinde
10.00  BST Public sector careers
10.45 BST Climate change & adaptation
11.30 BST Break
11.45 BST Non-traditional career paths
12.30 BST Lunch
13.45 BST Intro Tom Backhouse
14.00  BST Forging a unique career path (part one)
15.15  BST Forging a unique career path – transferable skills (part two)
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Session details
Tuesday 20 October
Contaminated Land and Environmental Geoscience: 
Roni Savage, CGeol, CEng: Founder and CEO of Jomass Associates
Leanne Melbourne, PhD: Lecturer at Bristol University
Ross Goodband: Senior Environmental Engineer at M-EC Consulting

Geoengineering and Geotechnical
James Purrington: Tailings Engineer at Golder
Wesley Dixon: Geotechnical Engineer at Structural Soils 
Craig Parry, CGeol: Engineering Geologist at Atkins
Sarah Bennett: CC Ground Investigations

Hydrogeology
Joshua Roberts: Graduate Hydrogeologist at Atkins 
Alison Parker, PhD: Senior Lecturer at Cranfield Water Science Institute
Ruth Buckley: Hydrogeologist at the Environment Agency

Workshops
Chartership and CPD: Alexandra Sarney, PhD (The Geological Society), Andre Mazur (Fugro), Alex Deltenre (Atkins 
Global), Helen Smith (Leap Environmental)
Beyond coursework: demonstrating emotional intelligence, initiative, and curiosity: Neil Morris (Wardell 
Armstrong), Lucy Cotton (GeoScience Limited), Edith Wilson (Rock Whisperer - Energy Solutions) and James 
Batham (Atkins Global)
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Session details
Wednesday 21 October
Oil and Gas
Helen Smyth, PhD: Domain Owner for Basin Analysis at Halliburton 
James Preston: Production Geologist at Shell 
Dorota Beckett: Petrophysicist at Premier Oil

Renewable Energy
Helen Robinson: Co-founder of Geothermal Villages Project 
Benedict Robbins: Project Geophysicist at Furgro Marine
Clare Baxter: Technical Sales Advisor at Seequent

Mineral Exploration
Nicholas Gardiner: PhD: Lecturer at the University of St Andrews
Will Jones: Senior Exploration Geologist at Cemex 
Huw Richards: Exploration Geophysicist at Altus Strategies

Workshops
CV Guidance, cover letters & networking: Rachel Taylor (Careers Consultant Edinburgh University), Liz 
Withington (CC Ground Investigations Ltd), Eric Downey (Structural Soils), Peter Bottomley (Subsursface Global)
What I wish I had known before: Jason Canning (RPS Geoscience Advisor), Rebecca Jones (Hurricane Energy), 
Alex Clarke (Cairn Energy)
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Session details
Thursday 22 October

Geohazards
Hayley Larkin: InSAR Scientist at CGG
Joel Gill, PhD: International Development Geoscientist at BGS, Founder of Geology for Global Development
Andy Bell: Senior Lecturer at The University of Edinburgh

Academia and Research
Bramley Murton, PhD: Associate Head of Marine Geoscience at the National Oceanography Centre
Paul Savage, PhD: Lecturer at the University of St Andrews
Louisa Brotherson: PhD scholar at the University of Liverpool

Planetary Science and Remote Sensing
Sanjeev Gupta, PhD: Professor at Imperial College London
Philippa Mason: Senior Teaching Fellow at Imperial College London
Charlotte Bishop: Remote Sensing Projects Manager at CGG

Workshops
Postgrad Pathways: Benjamin Fernando (University of Oxford), Mohamed Gouiza (University of Leeds), Frances 
Cooper (University of Bristol)







Careers Days 2020
20-23 October

Session details
Friday 23 October
Public Sector Careers
Michael Kehinde: Technical Specialist at the Environment Agency
Gareth Johnson: Research Fellow at the University of Strathclyde 
Tim Kearsey: Sedimentologist at BGS

Climate Change and Adaptation
Edith Wilson: President & CEO Rock Whisperer (Energy Solutions)
Alexandra Mitchell: Senior Environmental and Social Specialist at Wardell Armstrong International
Megan Allison: Environmental Consultant at Golder
Megan Pearce: Scientific Consultant at the Met Office 

Non-traditional roles
Anjana Khatwa, PhD: Earth Science Presenter and Educator and Diversity Advocate
Dan Boatright: Geology and Geography Teacher at Joseph Chamberlain Sixth Form
Emma Bernard: Fossil Fish Curator Natural History Museum

Workshops
Forging a unique career path I: Tom Backhouse (TerraFirma), Edd Lewis (BGS), Hollie Fischer (Atkins Global), Alicia 
Newton (The Geological Society)
Forging a unique career path II – transferable skills: Naila Khairallah (Independent Environmental Consultant), 
Sarah Payne (RMS), Peter Burgess (University of Liverpool), Paul Morley (Newmont Mining Corporation), 



For more information about membership and how to apply
visit: www.geolsoc.org.uk/membership

Become a Student Member
Be part of 12000 +

FREE Geoscientist
magazine
Free online access to one
of the Society’s journals

Access to our
geological library

Reduced rates for
conference and events
Up to 50% discounts
on books and special
publications

PLUS, many more
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